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Epidemiology of animal bitein Ag Qala city

Naser Behnampour', Abdolrahman Charkazi?, Mehri Fathi®, Abdolteif Esmaeili®,
Hossein Shahnazi®, Hashem Heshmati®

Abstract

Background: Animal bites considered as one of the issues apldlgms of public health that potentially
has the risk of rabies disease. This study wasumad to determine the epidemiology of animal bite
Aq Qala city during the years1998-2009.

Methods: In this descriptive cross-sectional study, 1314®eseo0f animal bite recorded in Aq Qala city
rabies treatment center selected by census metboe studied. Data collection tool was the infororati

of individuals’ registered office profile that haeferred to rabies center.of Ag Qala city. Obtaideta
analyzed using descriptive statistics (frequensyrithution, percentage, mean and standard dev)adioo

chi square test.

Findings: 13142 cases (72.1% men and 27.9% women) had begstered. Mean age of injured
population was 25.0 +/- 17.8 and most of them (8#fe rural."Most cases of animal bite were by dogs
(97.8%) and occurred in the leg (69.6%). Regardiegoccupation, most of the injured populationsever
students (28.9%). The highest frequencies of/bitese in the spring (28.8%). The incidence rate of
animal bite was 1/100000 people. The highest anedb incidence rate was 1678/100000 in 2004 and
1005/100000 in 2009, respectively. There was sicanit relationship between season and number e bit
(P <0.05).

Conclusion: The incidence of animal bites in Ag Qala city waghler than other studies in different parts
of the country. Considering the high costs of aaliies serum and vaccination, necessary measures is
essential to reduce the incidence rate of thislprob

Key words: Epidemiology; Incidence, Rabies, Animal Bites, @gla.
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