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Abstract

Age structure, growth, reproduction and feeding habits of sand goby Neogobius fluviatilis pallasi,
were studied in the Zarrin-Gol River (Eastern Alborz Mountain) between October 2005 and
September 2006. Both sexes included five age groups (0°-4"). The Maximum lengths were 121mm
(TL) in males and 108mm (TL) in females, both were 4" years old. The most frequent ages were 3"
and 2" in males and females respectively. There were no siginficant differences in sex ratio from unity
(P<0.05). Growth model was negetive allometrice for both sexes (b<3). The highest values of
condition factor were observed in early September. After 1" year age, the males showed higher value
of growth rate than females. Average absolute and relative fecundities were 508.47 and 61.27
respectively. Considering GSI, reproductive season of sand goby in Zarrin-Gol River is March-April.
The most frequent food items in gut contents were Trichoptera, Mollusca, Chironomidae and
Gammaridae, and according to Ivlev index, the first three items showed positive values.
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